@he New Hork Times
Check In / Check Out

CHICAGO
The Wit

THEBASICS

Even in a city filled with striking ar-
chitecture, the Wit makes a powerful
impression — a green-tinted glass box
with an angled roof and a yellow light-
ning bolt shooting down its State

Street facade. But there’s much more

to the Wit than its design. The hotel,

. which opened in May, has a superb lo-
cation in downtown Chicago, bright
rooms with mesmerizing views and
an eager-to—please staff. During my
recent visit, the hotel — the firstina
new chain from Doubletree (itself a
division of Hilton) — managed to be
all things to all people; business trav-
elers, vacationing families and trend-
seeking 20-somethings all seemed to
love the place.

THE LOCATION
On State Street, at the
northern end of the Loop.
That puts it just a few
blocks from Millennium
Park, the newly enlarged
Art Institute of Chicago,

s and an aqua mfa
w:th hot-pink cushions).
But those are quibbles.
My standard double

: ﬂush toilet wasa welcome feature, as
were the Neutrogena toiletries. Sug-
gestion box: Window shades that roll
" up from the floor, rather than down -
from the ceiling, would have made it

The "Ll(yscraper known as the Jeweiers :
Building is framed by awindow in the Wlt.

possible to enjoy the views while
showering or bathing.

AMENITIES

A rooftop bar, called Roof, has be-
come one of Chicago’s hottest hang- -
outs. The ground-floor restaurant,
State and Lake, serves gastropub-
style fare (striped bass with roasted
artichoke and crispy prosciutto, $25)
and artisanal brews (Allagash White,
$6). There’s also an upscale Italian
restaurant, Cibo Matto. The fifth floor
contains a nifty health club (with ter-
rific views and Precor equipment)
and a plush 40-seat screening room
where movies are shown every Tues-

day night.

Doubles from $l79
The Wit, 201 North State Street;
(312) 467- 0200; www. thewithotel com.
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